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When ten-year-old Thyme Owens’ little brother, Val, is accepted into a new 

cancer drug trial, it’s just the second chance he needs. It also means that the 

Owens family has to move across the country, from San Diego to New York—3,000 

miles from Thyme’s best friend. Thyme tries to embrace the change for what it is: 

temporary. It’s not that New York is terrible—it’s just that Manhattan doesn’t 

exactly inspire new beginnings. There’s the cold; the garbage; the one, tiny room 

that she has to share with her older, boy-obsessed sister Cori; and their downstairs 

neighbor, Ms. Ravelli, whose baked breads and homemade pastas are nothing short 

of magical. 

After the drug trial shows real promise and her father accepts a full-time position 

in the city, Thyme has to face the possibility that they could remain in New York. 

As Thyme’s parents bounce between doctor’s appointments and work, she 

discovers that everyone—even grouchy Mr. Lipinsky—harbors secret sorrows, that 

time settles all matters, and that the beauty of life can be found in everyday 

miracles: first crushes, budding friendships, school plays, and a sister’s 

immeasurable love for her little brother. 

 

Channeling Rebecca Stead’s LIAR & SPY and Lisa Yee’s MILLICENT MIN, GIRL 

GENIUS, Melanie Conklin has crafted a heartfelt story that keys into the specific 

issues contemporary tweens all face, all while still appealing to the kid in all of us. 

This middle grade novel pulls no punches, confronting weighty, true-life issues—

such as childhood cancer, identity, and the true meaning of home—head-on. No 

matter your age or stage of life, COUNTING THYME reminds the reader that every 

cloud has a silver lining. 

 

• World English rights sold at auction in a two-book, six-figure deal 

 

Praise for COUNTING THYME 

“Debut author Conklin writes with a pitch-perfect middle-grade voice… A nice 

choice for middle-grade readers who enjoy heartfelt and emotional novels.” 

 –Booklist  

 

“Thyme’s remarkable perseverance and resilience will inspire readers of Conklin’s 

compassionate tale.” –Kirkus Reviews 

 

“Conklin successfully weaves together the shifting dynamics of a loving family 

under crisis with the less dramatic but equally heartfelt turmoil of coming of age 

in a new environment.” –Publishers Week 

 

"Melanie Conklin brings New York vividly to life in COUNTING THYME, a gentle 

story fueled by heart, hope, and beautifully developed characters."   

                                       –Pat Schmatz, award-winning author of BLUEFISH 

 

"COUNTING THYME shows how a serious illness can tear the fabric of a family 

apart, and love can stitch it back together again.  This deeply moving story of 

family, friendship and belonging will settle deep in your heart and stay there long 

after the final page is read."  

–Donna Gephart, award-winning author of DEATH BY TOILET PAPER and  

LILY AND DUNKIN 

 

 

Melanie Conklin spent a decade as a product designer. She lives in 

New Jersey with her husband and two children. 

 
*www.melanieconklin.com* 
@mlconklin 

 

 

Putnam Books for  
Young Readers 

April 2016 
 

German Heyne 

 

COUNTING THYME 
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NEW EMILY GIFFIN NOVEL 

FIRST COMES LOVE 
 

Ballantine 
June 2016 

 
English (U.K.) Hodder & Stoughton 

Polish Otwarte 

 

Growing up, sisters Josie and Meredith Garland shared a loving, if sometimes 

contentious relationship. Josie was impulsive, spirited, and outgoing; Meredith 

hardworking, thoughtful, and reserved. When tragedy strikes their family, their 

different responses to the event splinter their delicate bond. 

  

Fifteen years later, Josie and Meredith are in their late thirties, following very 

different paths. Josie, a first grade teacher, is single—and this close to swearing off 

dating for good. What she wants more than the right guy, however, is to become a 

mother—a feeling that is heightened when her ex-boyfriend’s daughter ends up in her 

class. Determined to have the future she’s always wanted, Josie decides to take 

matters into her own hands. 

  

On the outside, Meredith is the model daughter with the perfect life. A successful 

attorney, she’s married to a wonderful man, and together they’re raising a beautiful 

four-year-old daughter. Yet lately, Meredith feels dissatisfied and restless, secretly 

wondering if she chose the life that was expected of her rather than the one she truly 

desired.  

  

As the anniversary of their brother’s death looms and painful secrets from the past 

begin to surface, Josie and Meredith must not only confront the issues that divide 

them, but also come to terms with their own choices. In their journey toward 

understanding and forgiveness, both sisters discover they need each other more than 

they knew and that, in the recipe for true happiness, love always comes first. 

  

Emotionally honest and utterly enthralling, FIRST COMES LOVE is a story about 

family, friendship, and the courage to follow your own heart—wherever that may 

lead. 

 

Praise for FIRST COMES LOVE: 

“[FIRST COMES LOVE] is rich with well-drawn characters. […] Giffin’s fans will be 

pleased with this fast-paced, witty, and thoughtful new offering.” -Kirkus Reviews 

 
 
*www.emilygiffin.com* 
@emilygiffin 
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Ballantine 
May 2014 

 
English (U.K.) Hodder &Stoughton 

Polish Otwarte 
Portuguese (Brazil) Novo Conceito 

 

Poland U.K. Brazil 

Thirty-three year old Shea Rigsby has spent her entire life in Walker, Texas—a small 

college town that lives and dies by football, a passion she unabashedly shares. Raised 

alongside her best friend Lucy, the daughter of Walker’s legendary head coach, Clive 

Carr, Shea was too devoted to her town’s beloved team to leave. Instead she stayed in 

Walker for college, even taking a job in the university athletic department after 

graduation where she has remained for over a decade. 

 

But when an unexpected tragedy strikes the tight-knit Walker community, Shea’s 

comfortable world is upended, and she begins to wonder if the life she’s chosen is 

really enough for her.   As she finally leaves her safety net to set out on an 

unexpected path, Shea discovers unsettling truths about the people and things she has 

always trusted most—and is forced to confront her deepest desires, fears, and secrets. 

 

• Debuted at #1 across all three New York Times bestseller lists 

• Debuted at #1 on the Globe & Mail fiction bestseller list 

• Over 9 million copies of Emily Giffin’s books have been sold worldwide 

 

Praise for THE ONE AND ONLY: 

“Each and every page of this story is entertaining... Giffin is a talented writer who 

always comes up with a plot that is just a bit different than anything others are writing 

about... find a shady spot; get a cool drink, and just luxuriate in the joy of a book well 

written.”  –The Huffington Post 

 

“…her books’ protagonists happen to be women with relationship ‘issues,’ they’re just 

as likely with what it means to be a good friend, family member, or co-worker to 

people of both sexes as they try to find love. They also live full, interesting lives 

outside the purely personal realm—no more so than Shea Rigsby, the funny, flawed but 

sympathetic central character in THE ONE AND ONLY.”              

    –Atlanta Journal Constitution 

 

“To fill your Friday Night Lights void: A tale of die-hard love in a diehard Texas 

football town from the bestselling author of SOMETHING BORROWED.”  –Cosmopolitan 

 

“THE ONE AND ONLY is one to read.”  –Associated Press 

 
 
*www.emilygiffin.com* 

@emilygiffin 

THE ONE AND ONLY 

EMILY GIFFIN 
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Brazil France German

y 

Poland 

St. Martin’s Press 

July 2012 
Bulgarian Bard 

Croatian Algoritam 

Czech Domino 

 Dutch The House of Books  

English (U.K.) Orion 

French Michel Lafon  

German Diana Verlag  

Hebrew Matar 

Hungarian Tericum  

Italian Piemme  

Lithuanian Baltos Lankos 

Norwegian Cappelen Damm 

Polish Otwarte 

Portuguese (Brazil) Novo Conceito  

Portuguese(Portugal)Porto  

Russian AST 

Serbian Laguna  

Slovak The Vision  

Thai Amarin 

Turkish Indigo Kitap 

Vietnamese Nha Nam Publishing 

 

St. Martin’s Press 

May 2010 
Bulgarian Info Dar  

Chinese (Complex) Fullon  

Croatian Algoritam 

Czech Domino 

Dutch The House of Books  

English (U.K.) Orion  

French Michel Lafon  

German Diana Verlag  

Hebrew Matar 

Hungarian Tericum  

Indonesian Penerbit Erlangga 

 Italian Piemme 

Lithuanian, Baltos Lankos 

Norwegian Cappelen Damm 

Polish Otwarte  

Portuguese (Brazil) Novo Conceito  

Portuguese (Portugal) Porto  

Russian AST 

Slovene Ucila  

Spanish Debosillo  

Turkish Epsilon 

Vietnamese Nha Nam Publishing 

 

WHERE WE BELONG 

Marian Caldwell is a thirty-six year old television producer, living her dream in New York City. With 

a fulfilling career and satisfying relationship, she has convinced everyone, including herself, that her 

life is just as she wants it to be. But one night, Marian answers a knock on the door... only to find 

Kirby Rose, an eighteen-year-old girl with a key to a past that Marian thought she had sealed off 

forever. From the moment Kirby appears on her doorstep, Marian’s perfectly constructed world—and 

her very identity—will be shaken to its core, resurrecting ghosts and memories of a passionate young 

love affair that threaten everything that has come to define her. 

For the precocious and determined Kirby, the encounter will spur a process of discovery that ushers 

her across the threshold of adulthood, forcing her to re-evaluate her family and future in a wise and 

bittersweet light.  As the two women embark on a journey to find the one thing missing in their 

lives, each will come to recognize that where we belong is often where we least expect to find 

ourselves—a place that we may have willed ourselves to forget, but that the heart remembers 

forever. 

 

• New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller  

 

Praise for WHERE WE BELONG: 

“Giffin is a dependably down-to-earth storyteller.”                             –The New York Times 

 

 

 

HEART OF THE MATTER 
Tessa Russo is a stay-at-home mother of two young children and the wife of Nick Russo, a renowned 
pediatric surgeon. Valerie Anderson is an attorney and single mother to six-year-old Charlie—a little 
boy who has never known his father. Although both women live in the same upscale Boston suburb, 
the two have relatively little in common, at least on paper. But one night, while Charlie is at a 
sleepover, a split-second accident sends him to the hospital and into the care of Dr. Russo. From that 
fateful night forward, everyone is changed forever, their lives intersecting in ways no one could have 
imagined. 
In alternating points of view, Giffin tells a story of three good people caught in an untenable triangle, 
each questioning everything they once believed about love and loyalty. And each, ultimately 
discovering what is truly at the heart of the matter. 

• New York Times bestseller 

 
Praise for HEART OF THE MATTER: 
“Giffin’s talent lies in making her characters believable and relatable, and readers will be enthralled 
by this layered, absorbing novel.”              –Booklist, starred review 

 

 

 

France        Germany             Italy          United Kingdom 

 

EMILY GIFFIN 

Portugal 

Spain 
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In this irresistible debut novel, a freak accident allows a wife and moth to explore 

the alluring alternative of the Road Not Taken. 

Abbey Lahey is a married, harried working mother of two, struggling to make ends 

meet in a blue-collar suburb of Philadelphia.  When a freak tumble down a 

Nordstrom escalator lands her in an alternate reality, Abbey finds herself happily 

married to the one that got away—a dashing Philly blueblood she met briefly years 

earlier—and living a Cinderella life of privilege and luxury. 

It’s everything Abbey ever dreamed of. Or is it? At first dazzled by the clothes, the 

penthouse, the nannies, and the glittering social functions, Abbey begins noticing 

troubling flaws in her new fourteen-carat life… and wonders what happened to the 

people she left behind. Torn between two vastly different realities, Abbey takes 

increasingly dramatic steps to reclaim herself—whoever that may be. 

Stacy Creamer, VP and acquiring editor at Hachette Books, writes, “From the 

moment I started reading this manuscript I was completely hooked...[Himes] 

delivers a novel that is by turns laugh-out-loud funny and also thought provoking. 

What qualities do we bring out in our partners and what do they bring out in us? 

Might we actually become different people depending on with whom we choose to 

spend our lives?” 

 

Advance Praise for THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY: 

“A brilliantly realized wish fulfillment scenario […] For anyone who ever 
wondered, ‘What if?’” –Booklist 
 

“An enchanting novel about the choices we make in life and love—by turns 

hilarious, poignant and nostalgic. Himes’s novel will make you revisit all the “what 

if’s” you’ve ever contemplated, from fleeting encounters to almost-weddings . . . 

a lively debut that will strike a chord in anyone with a romantic past.”   

 –Nicholas Sparks, international bestselling author of  

THE NOTEBOOK and SAFE HAVEN 

 

"Himes explores what could have been in this charming debut novel.”   

 –Kirkus Reviews 

 
"In the spirit of Lionel Shriver's THE POST-BIRTHDAY WORLD, Leigh Himes delivers 
a fascinating novel about the road not taken. I loved the concept and execution of 
this clever, thought-provoking love story." 

 –Elin Hilderbrand, author of THE RUMOR 
 

 

Author Leigh Himes spent fourteen years working in the public relations field. Born 

and raised in Greensboro, NC, she now lives just outside Philadelphia with her 

husband and two children. 

 

*www.leighhimes.com* 

 

 

Hachette 
Books 

May 2016 
 

Dutch HarperCollins 
Netherlands 

German Blanvalet 
Slovak Fortuna Libri 

Spanish Maeva 

THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY 
LEIGH HIMES 
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In the stunning follow-up to her acclaimed first novel, Janice Lee delves into the 

lives of three very different women living in the intimate expatriate community 

of Hong Kong in this transporting novel about motherhood, marriage, and the 

elusive nature of happiness.  Mercy, a young Korean-American and recent 

Columbia University graduate, is adrift, undone after a terrible incident in her 

recent past.  Hilary, a lonely, wealthy housewife, is haunted by her struggle to 

have a child, something she believes could save her foundering 

marriage.  Meanwhile, Margaret, once a happily married mother of three, takes 

every opportunity to escape from her life in the wake of a shattering loss.  As 

each woman struggles with her own demons, their lives collide in ways that have 

irreversible consequences for them all.  

Atmospheric, moving, and utterly compelling, THE EXPATRIATES confirms Lee as 
an exceptional talent and one of our keenest observers of women's inner lives.   

 Debuted on the New York Times Bestseller List 

 Chosen by Elle Magazine as a “Reader’s Prize” title for January 
2016 

 Lee’s debut novel, THE PIANO TEACHER, has been published in 26 
languages 

Praise for THE EXPATRIATES: 
“Lee’s eye for the nuance and clash of culture, class, race and sex is subtle and 
shrewd... A female, funny Henry James in Asia.”  –New York Times  
 
“We found ourselves racing through this exotic, sexy, heartbreaking book simply 
because we couldn’t wait to find out what happens to each of the women.”   
 –Glamour 
 
“Brilliantly plotted and written, utterly absorbing, often heartbreaking, THE 
EXPATRATES look set to be one of the books of the year.”  –The Daily Mail 
 
“Gorgeously wrought.. The first must-read of 2016.”  –Marie Claire 
 
“An emotionally gripping page-turner.”  –Elle 
 
“We imagine we know these [expatriate] women, who are distanced from their 
work, friends, and family, but we don’t. Janice Y.K. Lee does. Set in Hong Kong, 
THE EXPATRIATES looks inside the lives of three women…all in crisis, all needing 
one another in ways they, and we, can’t imagine.” –Vanity Fair 
 
“A novel about displacement and belonging...A thoughtful portrait of motherhood 
trade-offs, the book also offers sharp insights into the tensions between moneyed 
expats and the impoverished locals who serve them.” 
 –People, “The Best New Books” 
 
 
Janice Y.K. Lee was born in Hong Kong to Korean parents and lived there until she 
was fifteen. After graduating from Harvard University with a degree in English 
and American Literature and Language, she worked at Elle and Mirabella 
magazines in New York. She wrote THE PIANO TEACHER after completing an MFA, 
and in between having four children. She lives in New York with her family.  THE 
EXPATRIATES is her second novel. 
 
*www.janiceyklee.com* 

 

Viking 
January 2016 

 

English(U.K.) Little, Brown 

 

THE EXPATRIATES 

JANICE Y.K. LEE 
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FRACTURED 
CATHERINE MCKENZIE 

After the unexpected success of her first novel kicked up a storm of 

unwanted attention, author Julie Apple Prentice moves her family across 

the country to Cincinnati, hoping to put the events of the past behind 

her.  But focusing on writing a follow-up novel and raising her twins with 

her husband proves more complicated than Julie ever anticipated when 

John Dunbar, Julie’s new neighbor, comes into the picture. 

Sharing a love of early morning runs, John and Julie are instantly drawn to 

one another.  Connected by the bond that John and Julie share, the two 

respective families gradually befriend one another.  But drama follows 

Julie everywhere, and unexpected romance and a series of accidents 

quickly and irreversibly turn John’s and Julie’s families bitterly against 

one another.  Told from the alternating perspectives of John and Julie, 

over the course of two timelines—one twelve hour day, and the last 

twelve months—FRACTURED explores how the smallest events can 

sometimes have the biggest consequences. 

Advance Praise for FRACTURED: 

Catherine McKenzie has crafted a tightly wound tale of complex 

relationships and engrossing psychological suspense. A finely wrought 

novel of human strength and frailty, cracked marriages and torn 

friendships, love and jealousy, FRACTURED kept me guessing until the 

very end.  –A. J. Banner, bestselling author of  

 THE GOOD NEIGHBOR 

 

“FRACTURED is a well-crafted, extremely addictive story that kept met 

turning page after page, eager to put all of the pieces together. […] This 

is definitely another masterful piece of fiction from one of my favorite 

authors.” -Emily Bleeker, bestselling author of WRECKAGE 

 

“A tightly drawn narrative that begs the question: How much can we 

really know about those living closest to us? Truly riveting!” 

 -Mary Kubica, New York Times bestselling author of  

 THE GOOD GIRL and PRETTY BABY 

 

Catherine McKenzie was born and raised in Montreal, Canada. She is a 

graduate of McGill University and McGill Law School, and practices law in 

Montreal where she lives with her husband. She blogs for The Huffington 

Post, and her previous novels SPIN, ARRANGED, FORGOTTEN, HIDDEN and 

SMOKE are all international bestsellers that have been translated into 

multiple languages. 

*www.catherinemckenzie.com* 
@CEMcKenzie1 
 

 

Lake Union 

October 2016 
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One year after quitting her job fighting wildfires to start a family with her husband, 
Elizabeth is on the verge of divorce, childless, and wondering what comes next. So 
when a massive blaze threatens to sweep through her idyllic town in the Rockies, it’s 
all too easy to return to the trenches and what she does best. But which is the 
biggest threat to her home: the fire, or Elizabeth’s near-crippling fear of facing the 
problems in her marriage to Ben? 

 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth’s former best friend Mindy seizes upon the emergency to bring 
purpose to her life, rallying the town to fundraise money in support of John, the first 
man to lose his home to the destruction. As evidence begins to point towards John as 
the cause of the fire, Mindy’s sixteen-year-old son and his friends are unexpectedly 
cast under suspicion and Mindy finds herself—and her family—involved in a way she 
couldn’t imagine.  As Elizabeth, Ben and Mindy face the ever-advancing flames, they 
realize some things will be lost forever, but others might still be saved. 

 

 Selected best books to read in October by Bustle 

 Amazon Top One Hundred Best Book of 2015 

 Selected as a “Best Book of October” by Goodreads 
 

Praise for SMOKE: 

“… Catherine McKenzie nimbly delivers believably flawed characters, a plot layered 
with broken trust, suspense, secrets, and spot-on pacing. SMOKE beautifully meshes 
mystery, complex relationships and a love story that will keep readers turning pages 
and generate thought-provoking book club discussions.”                  

  –New York Journal of Books 

 

“A fiery, suspenseful story inspired by a similar crisis the author’s close friend 
experienced, McKenzie’s fifth novel assesses the flame resistance of bonds shared by 
family, friends, and community. Pages keep on turning, questions keep on burning, 
as SMOKE wafts up from between the covers to consume readers.”   –Booklist 

 

“SMOKE has everything Catherine McKenzie’s fans will want from her new novel—
beautiful pacing, a thick plot, suspense, characters you’ll love, and intricate 
relationships. In other words, everything that’ll keep you turning pages.” 

 -Bustle 

 

“SMOKE is an exquisitely composed portrait of people in an extreme situation, 
navigating the metaphorical fires they’ve created and a literal one they need to 
contain. I fell in love with these shades-of-gray characters and their authentically 
portrayed need for change and relief. Commercial fiction at its finest.” 

–Therese Walsh, author of THE LAST WILL OF MOIRA LEAHY 

 

“Coupled with strained relationships and family dynamics, Catherine McKenzie 
captivates the reader with her fluent writing…vivid and evocative, yet effortless to 
read.  SMOKE will have readers turning the pages with haste...”  

–Mary Kubica, bestselling author of THE GOOD GIRL  

 

“With a deft, sure hand, Catherine McKenzie explores the complicated and 
sometimes conflicting ties of friendship and family. Immensely readable and 
emotionally resonant.” 

–Christine Baker Kline, New York Times bestselling author of ORPHAN TRAIN 

 

 

 

 

Lake Union 

October 2015 

 
German Heyne 

 

SMOKE 
CATHERINE MCKENZIE 
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FORGOTTEN 
Emma Tupper is a dedicated lawyer with a bright future. But when she takes a 
month-long leave of absence to go on an African vacation, she ends up facing 
unexpected consequences. After she first falls ill and then spends six months trapped 
in a remote village that has been hit by a devastating earthquake, Emma returns 
home to discover that her friends, boyfriend, and colleagues thought she was dead—
and that her life has moved on without her.  As she struggles to recreate her old life, 
throwing herself into solving a big case for a client and trying to reclaim her beloved 
apartment from the handsome photographer who assumed her lease, everyone 
around her thinks she should take the opportunity to change. But is she willing to 
sacrifice the job, relationships and everything else she worked so hard to build? 
 
In FORGOTTEN, Catherine McKenzie puts a modern twist on a classic tale of 
discovering who we really are when everything that brings meaning to our lives is 
lost. 
 
Praise for FORGOTTEN: 
“This novel has such a refreshing take on your typical coming-of-age story.  The 
characters are insightful and the dry humor is reminiscent of what you’ll find in a TV 
drama.  From start to finish, readers will feel like they are on a reluctant journey 
with someone who didn’t set out to change her life.”   –RT     
        
 
“McKenzie has created a charming character in Emma—witty, extraordinarily level-
headed, and blessed with grace under fire in the most trying of circumstances.  
FORGOTTEN is an endearing story of discovery and transformation and the 
importance of turning lemons in lemonade.”    –Booklist 
 

 

HarperCollins 

October 2012 
 

Czech Fortuna 

English (Canada)Harpercollins  

French (Quebec) Goelette  

  Portuguese (Brazil) Leya 

Portuguese (Portugal) 20/20   

                  Slovak Fortuna 

HIDDEN 
While walking home from work one evening, Jeff Manning is struck by a car and 

killed. Not one but two women fall to pieces at the news: his wife, Claire, and his 

co-worker Tish. Reeling from her loss, Claire must comfort her grieving son and 

contend with funeral arrangements, well-meaning family members and the arrival of 

Jeff’s estranged brother—her ex-boyfriend—Tim.  With Tish’s co-workers in the dark 

about her connection to Jeff outside the workplace, she volunteers to attend the 

funeral on the company’s behalf, but only she knows the true risk of inserting herself 

into the wreckage of Jeff’s life. Told through the three voices of Jeff, Tish and 

Claire, HIDDEN explores the complexity of relationships, our personal choices and 

the responsibilities we have to the ones we love. 

 
• Debuted at #1 on the Kindle bestseller list 

• Debuted at #6 on the Globe and Mail Canadian Fiction bestseller list 

 

Praise for HIDDEN: 
“[a] delicate, honest exploration of secrets, family, and the varied meanings of 
true love...”   –Booklist 

 
 
 
 

English(Canada)Harpercollins 
German Heyne 

Portugese(Portugal) 20/20 
Slovak Fortuna 

Turkish Eksik Parca 
 

 

 

 

CATHERINE MCKENZIE 

Amazon Publishing 
April 2014 
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